What’s that noise?
Topic Overview: Summer Term 1: Year 2

Our topic this term is ‘What’s that noise?’ which will predominantly be a study of sound and how it is produced.  
Our Science focus will follow this theme also. We will look in detail at how vibrations make sound, as well as creating out own string telephones and investigating how the sound travels up the string to the ear. We will hold investigations using rice and drums so we can ‘see’ how vibrations move when they produce a sound.  In addition to this, Reception class will be having baby chicks again this year, so we will divert to take advantage of this by looking at life cycles.

We are going to be creating some music inspired artwork based on ‘The Planet Suite’ by Gustav Holst by listening to music and illustrating it with what it makes us imagine. During this time we will also be learning about the string section of the orchestra and how stringed instruments are played for effect.

‘Feelings and Relationships’ is the focus for PSHE this term, and we will be starting by looking at our classroom friendships and what makes a good friend. 
In RE we will be looking at special things which help us worship which will include thinking about what makes some special objects sacred and showing respect for other people’s precious and sacred belongings.  The children will be learning about what some religious artefacts and symbols mean and how they are used in Christianity and Judaism.
It is during this half term that the children will be sitting their statutory end of Key Stage tests so please ensure your child has an excellent attendance over the next few weeks as well as being on time wherever possible. We will endeavour to make this process as relaxed as possible for the children but if you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to come and speak to us.
The class will continue to swim throughout the term and will also continue to have Forest school on some Friday sessions as well as PE on a Monday afternoon.
As you will know from a previous letter home, we will be having work done on the Key Stage 1 toilet and cloakroom area over the next month or so. The children’s pegs are going to be allocated inside the classroom until the work is done so we would like to ask for your support in making sure that all bags and coats are hung up at all times so as not to clutter up the children’s work space.  We will also need PE kits to only be brought into school on a Monday for PE and then taken home again please.  The same applies if they need kits for any extra-curricular activities.  Thank you.
It’s Good To Be Me?

Topic Overview: Summer Term 2: Year 2

The overriding theme this half term will be health and making healthy choices.
PSHE is all about healthy lifestyles. We will be discussing topics such as ‘what does healthy mean?’, thinking of good ways to exercise as well as touching briefly upon keeping clean e.g. using soap, and ending the term on the importance of relaxation to help us stay calm and encourage good sleeping. Healthy eating will play a part in this topic, and we will look at food wheels and how a healthy diet is made up of the main food groups.

In DT we will be undertaking a cookery project in small groups over a number of weeks in the afternoon to compliment our healthy eating work.  The children will have the opportunity to develop some key skills in this area whilst working towards making something they can eat!
Our Science topic this half term will be ‘Animals including Humans’. We will start by looking at animal babies, how we and animals grow and change in comparison to each other, and the basic needs of both animals and humans respectively. We will also touch on of exercise and hygiene and why this is important as part of a healthy lifestyle.
We will have a short unit of computing this time and we are going to be continuing to learn about coding, primarily using the ‘Espresso’ website to support this.
History will look at local historical events. We will be talking about the flooding in recent years, comparing the River Chelt flood in 1800s to the one in 2007. Our focus will be on flood plains from then and how it looks now. We will discuss what local people would have done then and how they reacted in 2007.
We will be encouraging anyone who has any memories from this time or any photos to share with us as the children will not have any memory of this themselves.
Another jam packed term full of excitement! Once again, thank you for your continued support,
Polly and Kerry

