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	· Create an Autumn basket and allow the children to explore the items in the basket together.

· Discuss hibernation with the children. Provide them with a range of materials, such as leaves, twigs and grass. Encourage the children to build a nest for an animal to hibernate.

In Forest School leave toy autumn animals out, such as hedgehogs and squirrels. Encourage the children to care for their toy for a day. Ask them to explain how they are going to look after it.

	· Ask the children to bring in autumn items, such as pine cones, conkers or fallen leaves, that they have found on their way to school. Create a table of objects, provide magnifying glasses and encourage the children to talk about the objects they bring in.

· Play Autumn power point game. Move the magnifying glass around the screen to show clues from an autumn scene. Ask the children to identify what they can see. 

· Play a game with the children where you hide a toy hedgehog or squirrel in different places. Encourage the children use prepositions to describe where the toy is.

While out on an autumn walk, encourage the children to listen to sounds they can hear. Ask them to describe the different sounds they are hearing
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	· Use autumn colours and spices, such as cinnamon, nutmeg or ginger, to create autumn playdough. Children can create autumn-inspired models using the dough.

· Make Hedgehog Bread with the children. Talk to them about the different movements they need to do to knead and pinch the dough.

· Create an autumn dance. The children could curl up like a hedgehog, stretch like a squirrel, blow like the wind, swirl like a sycamore seed or flutter to the ground like a leaf.

Provide conkers, pine cones and leaves in a basket. Encourage the children to sort them into the correct pot using tweezers
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	· Provide the children with a basket of conkers and tree outlines with numerals one to ten on. Ask the children to put the correct number of conkers on to each of the trees.

· Provide a range of 2D shapes, such as circles, squares, triangles and rectangles. Ask the children to create autumn-themed shape pictures.

· Offer a range of natural objects, such as pine cones, conkers, leaves and small twigs. Encourage the children to make repeating patterns with the natural objects.

Provide the children with numbers one to ten from this Numbers 0-50 on Hedgehogs resource. Provide pegs and ask the children to put the corresponding number of spikes on to the hedgehog.
	· Hide leaves with different letters on around the classroom and ask the children to hunt for them. Can they find the letters that are in their name? 

· Explore mark making in shallow trays of mud.

· Write letters on conkers. Using CVC Picture Cards, the children could have a try at making CVC words. 

Leave autumn-themed books in the book corner, for the children to explore.
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	· Take the children out on an autumn walk. Ask them to look around at all the different things they can see. Encourage them to talk about what they notice and how their surroundings have changed from the summer.

· Take cameras on the autumn walk. Encourage the children to take pictures of anything that interests them so they can talk about them later on. 

· Enable the children to explore autumn using their senses. Provide a range of autumn objects and ask them to look, feel, smell and touch the items. Ask the children to describe their findings. 

Use software on a computer or tablet to create autumn pictures.
	· Provide a range of leaves of different shapes and sizes, along with autumn-coloured paints. Allow the children to dip the leaves into the paint and print their patterns on to paper.

· Provide conkers, some drain pipes and paper. Put paint in the drain pipe and encourage the children to roll conkers down the pipe on to paper at the bottom. Put different colour paints into the drain pipe and ask the children to talk about how the colour of the paint is changing.

· Provide musical instruments and ask the children to create different autumn noises using different instruments. 

Provide a range of natural objects, such as conkers, pine cones and twigs. Encourage the children to create models using the objects. Allow them to talk about the models they have created.


