Glenfall News
...a newsletter to inform the school community about
the day to day life of our school.
Thursday 21st July 2022
A word from the head.......
We made it!........again. Pandemics and extreme heat, what next?
When I wrote to you this time last year we were coming to the end of a very challenging period of
time following two national lockdowns. I don’t think that any of us thought that this academic year
could be as tricky as the previous ones. However, in many ways, it has proven to be even more
challenging with the school and its community having the most number of positive COVID cases
than we had experienced during the lockdowns. The extreme high temperatures this week have
just been another curve ball to deal with in this topsy-turvy world.
It has, once again, been an extraordinary year full of challenges and stressful situations but it
has been scattered with some real moments of joy as things have started to improve and it has
been wonderful to get back to whole school events which we can invite our parents and families
to. I hope you have enjoyed coming back into school this year to share in your child’s learning and
to support the Glenfall Community.
Mrs Crabtree — Retirement
On Thursday, Mrs Crabtree is retiring from her job as Teaching Assistant at the school. Mrs
Crabtree has worked at Glenfall since 1987 when she was employed at the schools one and only
TA. 35 years service, is really quite some achievement. Having worked for four different head
teachers at the school and in working with over 1000 children in the reception class, Mrs Crabtree
has certainly earnt her retirement. We held an Afternoon Tea Party earlier in the week and we
were joined by some of Mrs Crabtree’s past colleagues. I am sure that Mrs Crabtree will enjoy her
retirement but I hope that she doesn't become a stranger to the school.
Now is a time for us all to rest and recover and recharge the batteries. Hopefully, many of you will
get a bit of a holiday. For now, I will sign off by wishing you all a very happy & healthy Summer
break and I look forward to welcoming you all back to the school in September.

Happy Holidays — Anthony Mitchell

Y6 Leavers
On Wednesday we were treated to the Y6 Performance which was watched by a live
audience for the first time in two years. The rest of the school also got to see the
show at the dress rehearsal. The children have all worked so hard in order to be
able to pull off such a terrific show. The songs and dances were fantastic and many
children had learnt huge amounts of script. Well done to all of Y6 and a massive
thanks to Mrs Grisman and Mrs Uppal and their band of TA’s.
We wish all of our Y6 Pupils the best of luck as they move on to their secondary
schools in September. Go from here with confidence in the knowledge that you have
much to offer the world!

September
5th September
6th September
12th September
14th September

-

INSET Day (Staff only)
Autumn Term starts
Y6 Residential Meeting (Zoom)
Meet the teacher evening

October
24th October – School closes for Half Term

Please see the Term Dates emailed to you along with this newsletter.

£1 Meals for children at Asda this summer!
All children under the age of 16 can have a hot or
cold meal at Asda for £1. The offer runs from 25th
July to 4th September and is available 7 days a
week with no minimum adult spend.
Looking ahead to September….
The School Day - Start and Finish Times (Change of times)
Following the guidance from the DfE, schools are all now expected to be open
for a minimum of 32.5 hours per week. In order for us to meet this figure the
length of the school day will need to be lengthened by 10 minutes.
From September 6th, the school day will start at 08:50 and will end at 15:20.
In the morning, the children will be able to arrive from 08:40. At this time,
you will be able to walk your children around the outside of the building, like
you have been doing this year, and drop your children at their classroom
doors.

Summer Reading Challenge
What is the Summer Reading Challenge?
This national event, which is led by the Reading Agency charity in partnership with public libraries, is
being launched on Saturday 9 July and runs until 10 September 2022.
It aims to encourage children to enjoy reading and visit their library and a range of free events and
activities is being held in libraries around the county throughout the summer.
Children aged four to 11 will be able to join six fictional Gadgeteers by taking part, with free materials
available from libraries and online via the challenge website.
The characters - brought to life by children’s writer and illustrator Julian Beresford - use their curiosity
and wonder to understand the science behind a range of interests, from fashion and technology to
cooking and music.
Through an exciting book collection and other activities, the Gadgeteers will help to spark children’s
curiosity about the world around them and encourage them to feed their imagination over the summer
holiday.
They will be boggled by brilliant facts, gaze at the stars and be inspired by tales of creativity and
invention. With plenty of great options across picture books, early readers and middle grade books,
there will be lots to keep children busy.

Printer Ink Cartridge Recycling
We are now able to recycle your old
printer ink cartridges. Please deposit
your cartridges into the box in the
reception area, next to the battery
recycling. By donating
your empty cartridges for
recycling you will help to
raise funds for the school
as well as helping to save
the planet.
Battery Recycling
We now have a battery
recycling point at the school.
You are welcome to bring
your old batteries to school
to be recycled. You will find
the battery recycling point in
the entrance hall opposite
the office.

Parent Pay Debts
Please could all parents ensure that their Parent Pay
accounts are in credit before asap and before the sart
of the new academic year.
If accounts begin to run into debt we will firstly ask
you to clear the debt. If the debt is not cleared and
begins to increase we may ask you to provide your
child with a home packed lunch until the debt is
cleared. If you are having difficulty clearing the debt,
please come and speak to Mrs Stratford or
Mr Mitchell to see if we can help.

Keep us up to date
If you have moved house, changed telephone
numbers or set up a new email account please let
the office know so that we can accurately maintain
our records to ensure that we can contact you in
case of an emergency and communicate with you
effectively.

Your most up to date email and phone number
is the most important.

